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Dmitri Trenin, What Is Russia Up to in the Middle East?, Polity Press, 2018, p. 16. 2

Nikki R. Keddie, Modern Iran: Roots and Results of Revolution, Yale University Press, 2003, p. 110 ff; 3
Alexey Vasiliev, Russia’s Middle East Policy: From Lenin to Putin, Routledge, 2018, p. 23. Vasiliev notes
that Soviet-Iranian relations improved after 1963, when the Shah promised not to allow US missiles to
.be based in Iran. Vasiliev 2018, p. 52



i) 235 2y ) An il 50 Liall ZgagliY) 5 gl auim i o) JSNi) (s 223 e il
6 Ll il pus) i 531 5 50

a8 gy Tam B jla S Ll W) Aild Ta g a L) 8 cilS g sall o3 (o (e a2 B e
Gl 3 ) Calall & S se Lgd e ) Al EO Jsall il ol i) oS se
o b guall s gl HSEl 84 )WL aai g - Glialadl g WS Ji5 0l ) - JasssY)
o Ol Uk (e p Il Sga (At el mas 7 A giall Anle W1 Cld Ay al) sl

B30 Gl 58 Jl gk () ) s WS 5 (8 Dlse e g

O (e i) s Clpipad) 8 o pad) Allall ladl aras A i gud) 3581 G 238
s oSl ATV oy Ay st Y Ao gl Baiall G ey L m gaill (any bl
Onte sl ae CAEN Alladl 8y sl S e e e Sy (i oLl Sy a2 L g Gl
3aaAl) Ay yall Al 5 e laiaV) 3l sl 23laly jlaxiu¥) slalas calalial 5 8 (o yall
¢k ulill 1949-1947 Jil ) 2 b jallhaall (e de sane iy @ yall aia Jaidly
Jus e 1956 (sl da 3l 5 €1955 sy Cala 5 ¢1962-1954 do i jall o yall

sl Y JEA)
A IO JFRRT- P T ALY UV U - EC I EQUP RS PR PREQLE S ISR LW T EQ 9%
O ¢ siabanalil) Jliaill Jie Al A sil) Wlzalll ae Jualadill 5 cdlialiall g 3agaall sl

Gl (e A el o) 3aY) 8 ac il saian acl @ e L5 A Y) S laall e gl
9 Lo gyl

Talal Nizameddin, Russia and the Middle East: Towards a New Foreign Policy, St Martin's Press, 1999, p. 221-222; Vasiliev 22-23. 4

Turkey joined NATO in 1952, in what Trenin calls “a major coup for the West in the Cold War.” Trenin 2018, p. 19.

The Soviet Union was the first country to recognize Israel, and Communist Czechoslovakia delivered much-needed arms to the 5

Jewish  forces. Aryeh Dayan, “The Communists Who Saved the Jewish State,” Ha'aretz, May 9, 2006,
https://www.haaretz.com/1.4904990.

Soviet-Israeli relations deteriorated rapidly after 1948, alongside an anti-Semitic outburst in the Soviet Union itself that culminated in 6
the so-called Doctor’s Plot and was ultimately aborted only by Stalin’s death. Primakov traces the anti-Jewish campaign to a cynical
ploy by feuding party chiefs. See Yevgeny Primakov, Russia and the Arabs: Behind the Scenes in the Middle East from the Cold War
to the Present, Basic Books, 2009, p. 254-259.

Afghanistan had served as an arena for great power conflict already in the 19th century, during the Russian-British "great game.” 7
The significance accorded to Iran and Turkey is not difficult to understand. Both are regional powers with considerable cultural
influence, whose imperial pasts are closely intertwined with Russia’s own. Their combined population is larger than that of modern
Russia and each is strategically located in its own way, dominating the opposite shores of the Black Sea and the Caspian. Iran has
large hydrocarbon resources and overlooks the world's most oil-rich region, the Persian Gulf, and the oil trade chokepoint at the
Hormuz Straits. Turkey's Bosporus Straits control access to the Black Sea, which, to quote the British specialist on Soviet strategy
Michael MccGwire, becomes in times of war a “grenade in Russia’s gut.” Michael MccGwire, “The Middle East and Soviet Military
Strategy,” Middle East Report No. 151, March-April 1988.

Vasiliev 2018, p. 24-27. &

At the ideological level, Khrushchev oversaw a pragmatic softening of Party doctrine in the 1950s and 1960s, which made it known °
that Moscow wanted friendly ties with non-Communist groups and nations, as long as they showed signs of a “socialist orientation.”
Such status would soon be bestowed as “a matter of political expediency,” almost like diplomatic recognition. Irina Filatova, “The
Lasting Legacy: The Soviet Theory of the National-Democratic Revolution and South Africa,” South African Historical Journal, Vol. 64,

No. 3, 2012, pp. 507-537
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Nizameddin 1999, p. 24; Vasiliev 2018, p. 35-36. *°

As the senior Party official and Middle East specialist, Karen Brutents, recalled in 1998: "Despite the very close — closer than with n

any other Arab state — relations with South Yemen, where there were about 500 Soviet military advisers and at different times from 1.5
to 4 thousand civilians, we were not able to seriously affect the course of events in this small country.” Cited in Vasiliev 2018, p. 162.
For example, Abdel-Nasser continued to crack down on Communists intermittently in the 1950s and 1960s, even at the height of 2
his relationship with the Soviet Union. In 1965 the Egyptian Communist Party was forced to dissolve in return for a subservient role
within Abdel-Nasser's own Arab Socialist Union. In Iraq, the Baath Party massacred members of the Iragi Communist Party when it
briefly ruled the country in 1963. When the Baathists returned to power in 1968, they sought to co-opt Communists, largely to please
the Soviet Union. However, around the time of Saddam Hussein’s takeover in the late 1970s, the party was again persecuted and
driven underground, where it joined the opposition and condemned the Iragi government as “fascist.” Nonetheless, Iragi-Soviet ties
continued to develop, and Soviet officials reluctantly turned a blind eye to the plight of their Iraqi comrades. For a useful survey of how
Apart from South Yemen, Soviet-backed Communist parties fared in various Middle Eastern nations, see Vasiliev 2018, pp. 130-159.
no Soviet-allied Arab state allowed Moscow-backed Communist parties much room for maneuver.

Primakov 2009, p. 156, 182-183. 13

Primakov 2009, p. 259-261. 14
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.Nizameddin 1999, p. 111 ¥

.Primakov 2009, p. 253 6

Sergey Radchenko, “Stumbling Toward Armageddon,” New York Times, October 9, 2018, 7
.https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/09/opinion/stumbling-toward-armageddon.html

In a February 1981 speech, Brezhnev even hopefully suggested that the “liberation struggle can also 8
.be waged under the banner of Islam” but still there were no takers. Trenin 2018, p. 28
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\Vasiliev 2018, p. 209-211 *°

Gregory Feifer, The Great Gamble: The Soviet War in Afghanistan, Harper Collins, 2009, pp. 1-14, %
.49-50; Vasiliev 2018, p. 216

.On the background to the war and its conduct, see Feifer 2009 and Vasiliev 2018, p. 208-238 !
Conservative estimates put Afghan deaths at 1,25 million, or 9 percent of the population, with “ 22
.another three-quarters of a million wounded.” Feifer 2009, p. 4
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.Nizameddin 1999, p. 40 2*

.Nizameddin 1999, pp. 45 ff, 56 2°

Graham E. Fuller, “Moscow and the Gulf War,” Foreign Affairs, Summer 1991, %
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-fsu/1991-06-01/moscow-and-gulf-war. Tension over
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the Kuwait War was one of the reasons behind Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze’s December
1990 resignation, and did much to sour the mood inside the Soviet regime. The hardliners’ criticism
focused on the loss of prestige involved in abandoning a “strategic ally” (per the Soviet-lraqgi 1972
Treaty of Friendship of Cooperation), as well on the economic losses that would inevitably follow.
Despite Baghdad’s pro-US turn in the 1980s, the Soviet Union still had major economic interests in
Irag and some estimates put potential Soviet losses from the conflict at $18 billion. However,
Gorbachev’s stance also won the Soviet Union some Gulf Arab economic aid and credits. Nizameddin
.1999, pp. 61-65, 189-190

As Russian Middle East expert Dmitri Trenin has put it, “The Soviet Union was about an idea. %’
Russia’s idea is about Russia itself.” Quoted in Michael Young, “The View from Moscow,” Carnegie
.Middle East Center, January 14, 2019, carnegie-mec.org/diwan/78114?lang=en

Nikolay Kozhanov, “Russian Policy Across the Middle East: Motivations and Methods,” Chatham 28
House, February 21, 2018, https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/russian-policy-across-middle-
.east-motivations-and-methods, p. 3

.Quoted in Nizameddin 1999, p. 190 *
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Mark N. Katz, “Saudi-Russian relations in the Putin era,” Middle East Journal, Vol. 55, No. 4, Autumn
2001, pp. 612-617; The most famous of these foreign fighters was a Saudi veteran of the Afghan jihad
known as Khattab, who worked with a hardline band of Chechen rebels led by Shamil Basayev and
contributed greatly to their indoctrination with Salafi-jihadi teachings. In 1996, the Egyptian jihadi and
current al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri was arrested in Dagestan. Zawabhiri apparently managed
to keep his identity secret and ended up being charged with nothing more serious than illegally
crossing the Russian border. On his release, he left for Afghanistan to join Osama bin Laden. Paul
Tumelty, “The Rise and Fall of Foreign Fighters in Chechnya,” Jamestown Foundation Terrorism
Monitor, January 31, 2006, https://jamestown.org/program/the-rise-and-fall-of-foreign-fighters-in-
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.Author’s interview with Rouzbeh Parsi, Stockholm, October 2018 3!

Adam Taylor, “Analysis: The recent history of terrorist attacks in Russia,” Washington Post, April 3, 32
2017, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2017/04/03/the-recent-history-of-
terrorist-attacks-in-russia. In 2007, a “Caucasus Emirate” was declared as a jihadi government across
the Caucasus. It would later be displaced by a local affiliate of the so-called Islamic State. “The North
Caucasus Insurgency and Syria: An Exported Jihad?,” International Crisis Group, Europe and Central
Asia Report No. 238, March 16, 2016, https://www.crisisgroup.org/europe-central-
.asia/caucasus/north-caucasus/north-caucasus-insurgency-and-syria-exported-jihad, p. 2

Like Walking a Minefield: Vicious Crackdown on Critics in Russia's Chechen Republic,” Human “ 33
Rights Watch, August 2016,
.https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/chechnya0816_2.pdf
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.Primakov 2009, p. 62 3

.Nizameddin 1999, p. 176 ¥

.Primakov 2009, p. 296-297 %

Post-Soviet economic woes also blunted Moscow’s tools for Middle Eastern engagement: Russia’s 37
cadre of regional specialists withered, as trained linguists and political scientists left for better-paid
jobs in the private sector or at universities abroad. By 1997, even the Institute for Oriental Studies in
Moscow — a venerable institution particularly close to the heart of Primakov, who had been its head
from 1977 to 1985 — had seen its salaries so badly hollowed-out that “the academic and nonacademic
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staff spend most of their working hours at other jobs in the private sector.” Garay Menicucci, “The
.Privatization of Russian Middle East Studies,” Middle East Report, No. 205, Winter 1997

Michail Zygar, Mdnnen i Kreml: Inifrdn Putins hov, Ordfront, 2018, p. 12-25. Primakov quickly made 38
his peace with Putin after losing the power struggle and was allowed to ride off into the sunset as
head of Russia’s Chamber of Commerce and Industry, with occasional side missions as a foreign policy
fixer
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.Nizameddin 1999, p. 254 %°
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Zygar 2018, pp. 54-60. On Russian objections to US missile defense plans, see Ida Nygaard and Una #
Hakvag, “Why Russia opposes a NATO missile defence in Europe — a survey of common explanations,”
Norwegian  Defense  Research Institute  (FFI),  FFI-2013/00111, January 3, 2013,
.https://www.ffi.no/no/Rapporter/13-00111.pdf

John Tagliabue, “France and Russia Ready to Use Veto Against Iraqg War,” New York Times, March 6, #
2003, https://www.nytimes.com/2003/03/06/international/europe/france-and-russia-ready-to-use-
.veto-against-irag-war.html; Primakov 2009, pp. 320-321
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Lyudmila  Alexandrova, “Why Russia forgives debts,” TASS, May 22, 2014, 43
.tass.com/opinions/763287

https://www.aljazeera.net/news/ebusiness/2005/1/25 Lisw (50 (e %73 ahadi L g 5 44

Olivia Marsaud, “lLa Russie efface la dette algérienne,” RFl, March 10, 2006, %
.wwwl1.rfi.fr/actufr/articles/075/article_42379.asp
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Oleg Shchedrov, “Russia writes off Libya’s cold war debt in exchange for contracts,” New York %’
Times, April 17, 2008, https://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/17/business/worldbusiness/17iht-
.rusbiz.4.12106999.html

Steven Lee Myers, “Putin To Attend Islamic Conference,” New York Times, October 16, 2003, *

https://www.nytimes.com/2003/10/16/world/world-briefing-europe-russia-putin-to-attend-islamic-
.conference.html

Observer’s role strengthens Moscow’s relations with OIC,” Arab News, June 12, 2011, “*

.www.arabnews.com/node/380454

I would like to tell you that in the past decade we did not make any major investments in any “>°

country for ideological reasons,” Putin told the State Duma in 2012. “Everything what happened was
on a market basis. We did not present any gifts to anyone.” “Prime Minister Vladimir Putin delivers
his report on the government’s performance in 2011 to the State Duma,” Russian Prime Minister’s
.Office, April 11, 2012, archive.premier.gov.ru/eng/events/news/18671/print
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Vassili 2018, p. 384-389 2

The protests had been triggered by the February 2005 murder of former Lebanese prime minister 53
Rafig al-Hariri, a Saudi-French ally and leader of Lebanon’s Sunni community. Hariri’'s death was
widely blamed on Assad and his Lebanese allies (in 2011 an international tribunal formed by the UN
indicted members of Hezbollah for the murder) and became a rallying point for an otherwise
disparate coalition of nations and groups that wanted Syrian forces out of Lebanon. Russia refused to
blame Damascus and rejected talk of UN sanctions, but made no meaningful effort to help Assad
defeat Saudi, US and French pressure. | am grateful to Hanna Notte for insights on Russia’s attitude to
.the Hariri affair and the Syrian presence in Lebanon

For example, “Security Council debates escalating crisis between Israel, Lebanon; UN officials urge >*
restraint, diplomacy, protection of civilians,” Security Council, SC/8776, July 14, 2006,
https://www.un.org/press/en/2006/sc8776.doc.htm; “Russia'sPosition on Middle East Conflict,”
Russian Foreign Ministry, August 3, 2006,
www.mid.ru/en/web/guest/foreign_policy/international_safety/conflicts/-
./asset_publisher/xIEMTQ30vzcA/content/id/395882

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman said in 2018 that Saudi Arabia would build its own atomic >°
bomb “as soon as possible” if Iran were to acquire a nuclear weapon. “Saudi Arabia pledges to create
a nuclear bomb if Iran does,” BBC, March 15, 2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-
43419673
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Hedenskog, Persson, and Vendil Pallin 2016, p. 101 ff. 82

"The very notion of state sovereignty is being washed out,” Putin complained at a meeting of Russia’s Security Council in 2014. " 83
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destabilised. Tools used for this purpose are the so-called colour revolutions, or, in simple terms—takeovers instigated and financed
from the outside.” “Security Council meeting,” Russian Presidency, July 22, 2014, en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/46305. See also
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There are reports that the Russian authorities tolerated the flow of Russian jihadis to Syria in the early stages of the war, hoping to 87

rid themselves of remaining Caucasus insurgents in this way and, perhaps, to avoid trouble at the February 2014 Sochi Olympics.
However, by the latter half of 2014 — after the rise of IS — the authorities clamped down hard on what remained of the insurgency.
International Crisis Group 2016, pp. 16-18.
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2015, https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde24/2579/2015/en; "Syrian and Russian forces targeting hospitals as a strategy of
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Ariel Cohen, “High Five At OPEC: Russia And Saudi Arabia Agree To 1.2Mbd Production Cut,” Forbes, December 7, 2018, 166
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According to SIPRI, the Middle East (which is defined as including Egypt) accounted for 11 percent of Russian arms export in 71
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percent to Libya). SIPRI Arms Transfers Database (www.sipri.org) and “Trends in International Arms Transfers, 2017,” SIPRI, March

2018, https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/2018-03/fssipri_at2017_0.pdf, p. 4, 7.

"Trends in International Arms Transfers, 2017," SIPRI, p. 10. 172
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Kofman and Rojansky 2018, pp. 14-15. 176
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As a colonel in the Libyan army, Heftar defected from Gaddafi's forces in the 1980s and went into exile in the United States, 180

where he was widely assumed to be working with the CIA. In 2011, he returned to Libya alongside the NATO intervention forces,
emerging as one of several strongmen in the Benghazi region of eastern Libya. In recent years, Heftar — now styling himself as field
marshal — spearheaded an Egyptian- and Emirati-backed offensive against jihadi and Muslim Brotherhood influence, unsuccessfully
attempting to topple a rival Islamist-led, Qatari-backed government in Tripoli.

See e.g. Tom Newton Dunn, "Putin Troops in Libya,” The Sun, October 8, 2018, https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/7448072/russia- 181
missiles-libya-warlord; Paul Goble, "Moscow Laying Groundwork for Deeper Military Involvement in Libya,” Eurasia Monitor-
Jamestown Foundation, November 13, 2018, https://jamestown.org/program/moscow-laying-groundwork-for-deeper-military-
involvement-in-libya; Kirill Semenov, “Russia sends its own signals on Libya by hosting Hifter,” al-Monitor, November 12, 2018,
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/11/russia-libya-haftar-military.html.

Interview Jalel Harchaoui, French researcher focusing on Libya at Paris 8 University, Online, October 2018. 182
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Mohanad Hage Ali, “Our Comrades in Beirut,” Carnegie Middle East Center, April 25, 2018, https://carnegie-mec.org/diwan/76164; 186

Mohanad Hage Ali, "Moscow Time?,” Carnegie Middle East Center, September 7, 2018, https://carnegie-mec.org/diwan/77192;

Mohanad Hage Ali, “Land of Opportunity,” Carnegie Middle East Center, January 30, 2019, https://carnegie-mec.org/diwan/78239.

Nour Samaha, “Is Lebanon Embracing a Larger Russian Role?,” The Century Foundation, August 7, 2018, 187

https://tcf.org/content/commentary/lebanon-embracing-larger-russian-role-country.

The United States is the main patron of the Lebanese armed forces, but refuses to provide advanced weapons that could limit Israel’s freedom of 188

action in Lebanon or fall into the hands of Hezbollah. In an analysis of Russian policy published in the Lebanese armed forces quarterly al-Difaa al-Watani
al-Lubnani, Col. George al-Khouri notes that Moscow is “trying to take advantage of the Western hesitation” to equip Lebanon for the “war on terror.”
sl s/ 3 5a3 105 e§) Qe ‘;'Lum g_r\L)” t\éﬂ\ Ol -L‘--U:\j‘ Goall dgo e L“).-.‘:ijj [SNPRR-RYLEN PRGN R W R .George al-Khouri
https://www.lebarmy.gov.Ib/sites/default/files/105.pdf, p. 33-34. 2018
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Anna Borshchevskaya and Hanin Ghaddar, “How to Read Lebanon's Acceptance of Russian Military Aid,” Washington Institute for 190

Near East Policy, December 7, 2018, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/how-to-read-lebanons-acceptance-of-
russian-military-aid.

“Russia says Saudi Arabia critics shouldn't claim superiority,” Associated Press/Washington Post, August 8, 2018, 1

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/russia-says-saudi-arabia-critics-shouldnt-claim-
superiority/2018/08/08/e2e33622-9b2e-11e8-a8d8-9b4c13286d6b_story.html.

192 “Statement from President Donald J. Trump on Standing with Saudi Arabia,” the White House, November 20, 2018,
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-president-donald-j-trump-standing-saudi-arabia; Kate Sullivan, “Top
Republicans slam Trump for statement backing Saudi Arabia,” CNN, November 21, 2018,
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/11/20/politics/top-republicans-slam-trump-saudi-arabia-khashoggi/index.html; “Vladimir Putin Meets with
Members of the Valdai Discussion Club. Full Transcript of the Plenary Session of the 15th Annual Meeting,” Valdai Discussion Club,
October 18, 2018, valdaiclub.com/events/posts/articles/vladimir-putin-meets-with-valdai-discussion-club; “Kremlin sees no reason to
question Saudi Royal Family's statements on Khashoggi case,” TASSOctober 26, 2018, tass.com/politics/1027980; "Putin and Saudi

crown prince high five,” BBC, November 30, 2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-46405802/putin-and-saudi-crown-prince-high-
five.
195 "Putin vows to boost Egypt arms sales,” Al Jazeera English, August 12, 2014,
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/08/putin-vows-boost-egypt-arms-sales-20148121660566289.html.
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“Putin vows to boost Egypt arms sales,” Al Jazeera English, August 12, 2014, 193

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/08/putin-vows-boost-egypt-arms-sales-20148121660566289.html.

For details, see SIPRI's arms trade database at www.sipri.org. 194
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Sputnik News, September "ol sad) bﬁ A Sl sacdll u\-ﬁu ol C‘)ﬁ‘ e 2y Ly )" .https://aawsat.com/node/1093336;
6, 2018, https://sptnkne.ws/hJbU.

Sputnik News, January 12, 2019, https://sptnkne.ws/k2D7. ."4-,\*'4‘)‘ e Ay &g e ael B A48 ) c-‘d:‘ Ol sudl” 196

Syrian opposition figures involved in talks with Russian diplomats since the 2015 intervention have noted strong language skills 197

among Foreign Ministry personnel. One person interviewed in Lebanon in 2015 expressed surprise at how fluently his Russian
interlocutors conversed and even took notes in Arabic. Others felt spied-on by diplomats who seemed to know more than they let on:

"They seem to know Arabic. They don't say anything, but sometimes you can tell from their body language that they understand,”

noted a Syrian interviewed in Turkey in 2018.
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A Western diplomat familiar with Bogdanov describes him as “among the most astute, well-informed, careful and insightful 199

Arabists | have known,” adding that “he is devoid of illusionsabout the Arab world and would push back against any tendencies toward
mission creep.” Communication with the author, 2015.

For a list of Russia’s deputy foreign ministers, see www.mid.ru/en/about/structure/deputy ministers. 200

Interviews, analysts and non-Russian officials, 2018. 201

Author’s interview with Nikolay Kozhanov, Skype, 2016. 202

Moneghan 2017, p. 21; Hedenskog, Persson and Vendil Pallin 2016, p. 100. For an official presentation of the Security Council, 203
including its membership, see “About Security Council,” Russian Presidency, en.kremlin.ru/structure/security-council.

Hedenskog, Persson and Vendil Pallin 2016, p. 100. 204
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Interviews, Western officials and diplomats, 2015 and 2018. In December 2018, a round of urgent talks with Turkey on how to
handle the US withdrawal from northeastern Syria was attended by Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, Defense Minister Sergey Shoygu,
Chief of the General Staff Valery Gerasimov, Presidential Envoy for Syria Alexander Lavrentiev and presidential aide Yury Ushakov —
a delegation that was two-fifths military/Defense Ministry, two-fifths presidential and one-fifth diplomat. “Turkey, Russia agree on
coordination in Syria amid US withdrawal,” Hurriyet Daily News, December 29, 2018, www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-russia-agree-
on-military-coordination-in-syria-amid-us-withdrawal-140110.

Interviews, Western officials and diplomats, 2018. 207

Hedenskog, Persson, and Vendil Pallin 2016, p. 99; Zygar 2018, p. 330 ff.

Zygar 2018, s. 378.

A Security Council meeting that dealt with Syria policy in December 2018 was, according to the state-owned TASS news agency,
attended by President Vladimir Putin, Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev, the speakers of both parliamentary chambers, Valentina

Matviyenko and Vyacheslav Volodin, Security Council Secretary Nikolai Patrushev, Interior Minister Vladimir Kolokoltsev, Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov, Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu, FSB Director Alexander Bortnikov, SVR Director Sergei Naryshkin, and

Special Presidential Representative for Nature Protection, Ecology, and Transport Issues Sergei Ivanov. “Putin, Security Council

208
209
210

discuss Syrian settlement — Kremlin,” TASS, December 28, 2018, http://tass.com/politics/1038369.
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Fred Weir, "Kremlin frets as Russia’s once restive Islamist region takes up political Islam,” Christian Science Monitor, September 21

20, 2017, https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Europe/2017/0920/Kremlin-frets-as-Russia-s-once-restive-Islamist-region-takes-up-
political-Islam.

Lexs" Rusiya al-Yawm, January 19, 2016, https:/ar.rt.com/hbfx; .= )5 0& 3k 43sed Jiyg 8908 Jaly 18 g;“i " gand" 212
al-Arabiya, August 22, 2018, 1,551 oliiadl glinddl gudy go dxon oladw (o
https://www.alarabiya.net/pdfServlet/pdf/541ed6c4-59f6-42b5-9d8d-ef2c188a1157;
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," Rusia al-Yawm, November 20, 2018, https:/ar.rt.com/I31x. 2 ) (s dene ge 4ilslas (5 sd CAISy (a5 038 https://bit.ly/2EspZuo; “

al-Khaleej Online, January 24, 2017, https://bit.ly/2NE3yGv; Neil Y oabe 2l g by g 3 i Jlu b & GLsll i 5 213
Hauer, "A War Within a War: Chechnya's Expanding Role in Syria,” Syria Deeply, November 30, 2017,
https://www.newsdeeply.com/syria/articles/2017/11/30/a-war-within-a-war-chechnyas-expanding-role-in-syria; Neil Hauer, “Russian
diplomacy in Syria bolstered by Muslim minority outreach,” Middle East Institute, February 6, 2018,
www.mei.edu/content/article/russias-north-caucasian-outreach-syria; Neil Hauer, “Princely ties: The growing Chechnya-Gulf security
relationship,” Defense Post, December 27, 2018, https://thedefensepost.com/2018/12/27/russia-chechnya-gulf-security-relationship.

Hassan Hassan, “Moscow’s Little-Noticed Islamic-Outreach Effort,” The Atlantic, January 5, 2019, 214

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/01/russia-promotes-politically-pacifist-islam/579394.
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Kristin Smith Diwan, “Who Is Sunni?: Chechnya Islamic Conference Opens Window on Intra-Faith Rivalry,” Arab Gulf States 216

Institute in Washington, September 16, 2016, www.agsiw.org/who-is-a-sunni-chechnya-islamic-conference-opens-window-on-intra-
faith-rivalry;

"Who are the Ahl al-Sunna?” Final Statement of the Grozny Conference, August 27, 2016, 217

https://chechnyaconference.org/material/chechnya-conference-statement-english.pdf.
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https://www.alarabiya.net/pdfServlet/pdf/31bc07de-b6e5-49f9-9c5a-c267b4d4718e; Walid Abderrahman
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Kathrin Hille, “Chechen ruler hits out at Russia over Myanmar policy,” Financial Times, September 4, 2017, 220
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Nils Dahlqvist, “Russia’s (not so) Private Military Companies” Swedish Defence Research Agency (FOI), FOI MEMO 6653, January 221
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John Sparks, “Revealed: Russia’s ‘Secret Syria Mercenaries’," Sky News, August 10, 2016, https://news.sky.com/story/revealed- 222
russias-secret-syria-mercenaries-10529248. Moscow has acknowledged only 112 military deaths between September 2015 and
September 2018, but journalists had by then tracked “over a hundred” additional Russian deaths among security contractors. “Russia
lost 112 servicemen over three years of counter-terror operation in Syria - MP,” TASS, September 30, 2018, tass.com/defense/1023714;
Maria Tsvetkova, “Military veterans to Kremlin: Come cleanabout Syria mission,” Reuters, July 5, 2018,
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